



Synopsis : According to Charles Miner Thompson, Mary E. Wilkins
Freeman’s writings are less important than the male writer’s works. He
said“［Wilkins would］have learned to look at life as the men look at
it, with the larger and more catholic household”（Reichardt 81）. Al-
though she was one of the first American women writers to support
herself fully by her writing, and her stories were very popular at that
time, she got severe criticism and was neglected from 1930s to 1960s.
In this paper, I would like to point out the writer’s revolt against the
19th century social values created by male authority, and reveal the
power structure between genders which led her stories to be disre-
garded, as well as the author herself.
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